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The present volume is a corpus-based study of the occurrence,
variation, and change in the use of English adjective pairs in - ic and -
ical over several centuries. The study involves the analysis of large,
multi-million-word corpora representing the English language at
various stages. It examines the nature of competition between the two
affixes: what kind of rivalry existed, what kinds of words entered into
competition, and in what ways the rivalry was resolved. The book
presents close studies of six notably differentiated -ic/-ical adjective
pairs, namely classic/classical, comic/comical, economic/economical,
electric/electrical, historic/historical, and magic/magical , as well as
commentaries on some 40 other -ic/-ical pairs, which manifest
different types of shifts in use through history. It also includes critical
discussion of general perceptions on and approaches to the practical
use of corpora, stressing the importance of close and careful study of
the materials under analysis. It further emphasises the value of
consulting a variety of sources alongside corpora, including dictionaries
and language usage manuals. This volume is of interest to language
scholars in many fields, including corpus linguistics, diachronic
linguistics, semantic change, lexicology, and word formation.
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Sommario/riassunto This report reviews international research into the barriers to play for
children with disabilities. The authors come from different disciplinary
backgrounds, in Sociology, Social Policy, Anthropology, Occupational
Health and Education and bring different concerns to this review. They
are united, however, in their adoption of a rights-based perspective.
The UNCRC and UNCRPD emphasise the right to play for children with
disabilities. Play is vital for child development. The problem of 'play
deprivation' for many children with disabilities is very real. Yet the right
to, and value of 'play for the sake of play', for fun and recreation, must
not be forgotten in relation to the lives of children with disabilities. The
focus in this report is upon barriers to play that exist beyond the minds
and bodies of individual children, within a 'disabling' environment.
Barriers include those associated with the design of the built
environment, social attitudes and professional practices. The report
maps an agenda for further research in this area, emphasising the need
for participatory methodologies that capture the views and voices of
children with disabilities, their friends and families, on this important
issue of play.


