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Sommario/riassunto This study investigates eighteenth-century medical writing, particularly

concerning the elaboration and the communication of medicine in such
reference works as universal dictionaries of arts and sciences, medical
dictionaries, and handbooks. Most of the vernacular texts under
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scrutiny here were issued in the second half of the century, a period in
which the advancements in medical research, medical education and
medical practice favoured the circulation of an expanding medical
vocabulary and stimulated medical writing as a whole. A vast amount of
reference works was produced for experts and non-experts alike:
medical topics were common in social settings, in personal and
communal letters, in specialised journals, in pamphlets and in
magazines. All this unprecedented activity certainly contributed to the
vernacularisation, and the dissemination of medicine in different kinds
of works and different text types. The texts examined in the study are
representative of their authors’ effort to expand medical knowledge
and to define medicine as an independent science based on strict
observation, as well as to establish intelligibility within and outside the
disciplinary discourse community.
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“Este livro reune trabalhos desenvolvidos sobre os temas relacionados
as projecoes do perfil epidemioldgico do pais e a organizacdo e gestdo
dos servigcos de saude, com o objetivo de apoiar o planejamento e a
prospeccao estratégica do sistema de salde em ambito nacional. A
abordagem de prospeccéao estratégica adotada pela iniciativa Brasil
Salde Amanha pretende expandir a capacidade de compreensao em
relacdo a temas e situacdes emergentes fundamentais para o



planejamento em saude de médio e longo prazo. Para tanto, integra
perspectivas, procedimentos e ferramentas das pesquisas de
tendéncias e dos estudos de futuro. [...] Em sintese, o livro oferece um
conjunto diversificado de informacdes, todas de suma relevancia para o
planejamento nacional em salude. Esperamos que ele possa contribuir
para o debate acerca das mudancas, tendéncias e desafios para as
politicas de saude nas préximas décadas e para a proposi¢édo de
alternativas que busquem o fortalecimento do sistema publico de
saude no Brasil.”



