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Australia, Canada, and Ireland are all engaged in questions of
multiculturalism and in the politics of recognition and reconciliation,
the opportunities and pressures of geographic regionalism, shifts in
political agendas associated with the impact of neo-liberalism, and
moves to frame political agendas less at the macro-level of state
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intervention and more at the level of community partnership and
empowerment. In related but distinct ways, each state is being
challenged to devise policies and offer outcomes that address an
unfolding and unsteady synthesis of issues relating to citizen


