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The 1859 exploration of the Great Basin by army topographical

engineer James Simpson opened up one of the West's most important
transportation and communication corridors, a vital link between the



Pacific Coast and the rest of the nation. It became the route of the Pony
Express and the Overland Mail and Stage, the line of the Pacific
telegraph, a major wagon road for freighters and emigrants, and, later,
the first transcontinental auto road, the Lincoln Highway, now Highway
50.No one has accurately tracked or mapped Simpson's original route,
until now. Jesse Petersen shows in wo



