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"Who gets into elite universities, how and why? What are places like
Harvard in the United States or Cambridge in England looking for when
they admit undergraduate students? What qualities do selectors value
and how do they decide between many applicants with often stellar
attainment records? And, are we all better off because of who these
elite universities admit? Meritocracy and the University provides an
insight into the world of university admissions. Based on interviews
with professional admissions staff and academic faculty members who
select students, the book explains what selectors value and how they
make decisions. By shining a light on the world of university
admissions in England and in the United States, readers are invited to
reflect on the similarities and differences in who selects and how
selection is done, the purpose and mission of universities, and the
challenges universities face in building fair admissions processes when
earlier opportunities to shine in education are unequally distributed"--
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Le bicentenaire de I'Ecole normale supérieure a été I'occasion d’une
prise de conscience. L’histoire de cette Ecole, qui tient une place
particuliére dans le « paysage » francais des xixe et xxe siécles n'a
guere fait I'objet d’enquétes approfondies, que permettraient pourtant
des fonds d’archives trés nourris. C’est pour susciter des vocations d’
explorateur de cette terra incognita (ou presque) qu’a été concu le
projet de réunir en un seul volume les inventaires qui en donnent I
acces. Le simple curieux et le spécialiste trouveront ainsi dans ce livre
les clés qui leur ouvriront les fonds trés importants des Archives
nationales, et de quelques autres plus dispersés.



