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Ask for the tragic and Europe will answer. Leaving behind the
philosophers’ enthusiasm of the nineteenth century, ‘tragedy’ and ‘the
tragic’ now seem little more than vague containers. However, it appears
that we still discover a tragic essence in our personal lives. Time and
again tragedy is being registered, written down and staged. This book
wants to open a contemporary philosophical perspective on the tragic.
What is the locus of tragedy? Does it relate to metaphysics, the gods,
destiny, and chance? Or is it a matter of ethics, of the Law and its
transgression? Does man himself occupy the locus of tragedy, because
of his unreasonable and boundless desires, as many philosophers have
suggested? Is man today still able to account for his tragic condition?
Or do we locate the tragic first and foremost in the esthetic
imagination? Is not the theatrical genre of tragedy the locus authenticus
of all things tragic? Is there more to the tragic than drama and play?
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Si les historiens se sont interesses depuis une trentaine d'annees aux



pratiques alimentaires du Moyen Age, rares sont les travaux consacres
A la representation de la nourriture dans la litterature medievale de la
peninsule Iberique et de la France. L'histoire sociale del'alimentation
existe certes, mais l'histoire litteraire reste A inventer. Qu'elle oscille
entre abondance ou privation, entre condamnation ou exaltation, entre
esthetigue romanesque ou discours politique, entre effet de liste ou
effet de suture, la nourriture dans la litterature du Moyen Age pose la
question del'oralite et du discours autour de la bouche conAue comme
organe de communication et de consommation. Traites theoriques,
livres de cuisine, ouvrages medicaux et textes litteraires temoignent de
cet interA®t porte A la table du Moyen Age, table reelle ou table
imaginaire, associant A l'esthetique des mets la poetique des mots. A
travers des etudes monographiques, comparatistes et linguistiques, ce
volume tente d'en rendre compte dans un dialogue entre histoire
del'alimentation et etudes litteraires.



