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From 1929 until 1953, Iosif Stalin’s image became a central symbol in
Soviet propaganda. Touched up images of an omniscient Stalin
appeared everywhere: emblazoned across buildings and lining the
streets; carried in parades and woven into carpets; and saturating the
media of socialist realist painting, statuary, monumental architecture,
friezes, banners, and posters. From the beginning of the Soviet regime,
posters were seen as a vitally important medium for communicating
with the population of the vast territories of the USSR. Stalin’s image
became a symbol of Bolshevik values and the personification of a
revolutionary new type of society. The persona created for Stalin in
propaganda posters reflects how the state saw itself or, at the very
least, how it wished to appear in the eyes of the people. The ‘Stalin’
who was celebrated in posters bore but scant resemblance to the man
Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili, whose humble origins, criminal past,
penchant for violent solutions and unprepossessing appearance made
him an unlikely recipient of uncritical charismatic adulation. The
Bolsheviks needed a wise, nurturing and authoritative figure to embody
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their revolutionary vision and to legitimate their hold on power. This
leader would come to embody the sacred and archetypal qualities of
the wise Teacher, the Father of the nation, the great Warrior and
military strategist, and the Saviour of first the Russian land, and then
the whole world. This book is the first dedicated study on the
marketing of Stalin in Soviet propaganda posters. Drawing on the
archives of libraries and museums throughout Russia, hundreds of
previously unpublished posters are examined, with more than 130
reproduced in full colour. The personality cult of Stalin in Soviet
posters, 1929–1953 is a unique and valuable contribution to the
discourse in Stalinist studies across a number of disciplines.


