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The fascinating and complex evolutionary relationship of the monarch
butterfly and the milkweed plantMonarch butterflies are one of nature's
most recognizable creatures, known for their bright colors and epic
annual migration from the United States and Canada to Mexico. Yet
there is much more to the monarch than its distinctive presence and
mythic journeying. In Monarchs and Milkweed, Anurag Agrawal
presents a vivid investigation into how the monarch butterfly has
evolved closely alongside the milkweed-a toxic plant named for the
sticky white substance emitted when its leaves are damaged-and how
this inextricable and intimate relationship has been like an arms race
over the millennia, a battle of exploitation and defense between two
fascinating species.The monarch life cycle begins each spring when it
deposits eggs on milkweed leaves. But this dependency of monarchs on
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milkweeds as food is not reciprocated, and milkweeds do all they can
to poison or thwart the young monarchs. Agrawal delves into major
scientific discoveries, including his own pioneering research, and traces
how plant poisons have not only shaped monarch-milkweed
interactions but have also been culturally important for centuries.
Agrawal presents current ideas regarding the recent decline in monarch
populations, including habitat destruction, increased winter storms,

and lack of milkweed-the last one a theory that the author rejects. He
evaluates the current sustainability of monarchs and reveals a novel
explanation for their plummeting numbers.Lavishly illustrated with

more than eighty color photos and images, Monarchs and Milkweed
takes readers on an unforgettable exploration of one of nature's most
important and sophisticated evolutionary relationships.
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This book examines the dynamics behind shifts in voter registration
rates across the states and adopts a framework of collaborative
governance with election administration at its center. The book starts
by introducing readers to the "voter registration gap," an aggregate
measure of variance in voter registration, and demonstrates how it
fluctuates between federal elections. To explain why this variance
exists, the author examines the relationship between federal reforms,
such as the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help
America Vote Act; and state-level reforms, such as Online Voter
Registration. Thessalia Merivaki argues that the weak relationship
between the two is not surprising, since it hides dramatic variations in
administrative practices at the local level, which take place in shorter
intervals than the most frequently used two-year estimates. In closing,
she shows that challenges to successfully registering to vote persist,
largely because of how, when, and whereeligible citizens have to
register. Thessalia Merivaki is an Assistant Professor of American
Politics in the Department of Political Science and Public Administration
at Mississippi State University, USA.



