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Threatened Attack by the French-Battle of the Nive-Account of the
Basques. -- CHAPTER XIII. -- The Author's Battalion quartered in
Aurantz on 3d January, 1814-The Cantonments at Aurantz broke up on
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Battle of Orthez-Defeat andThe Enemy retire towards Toulouse. --
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Toulouse-Prepare for the Attack-The Attack-Spaniards driven back-
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happy state during 1813 and 1814-Character of the veritable French-
British distributed over the Country-Civility of the Inhabitants of
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-- CHAPTER XVI. -- Author's Battalion embark for England-Land at
Plymouth-Expect to be again ordered on Foreign Service-Order
received-Embark, with other troops, for America-Land at Pine 1sland.
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continues-EnemyActivity of the Enemy. -- CHAPTER XVIII.

British Army told off into Brigades-Advance, and are hotly received-
Heroism of a young Atrtillery Officer-We take up a fresh position-The
Enemy work incessantly in raising an extensive breastwork-Two
Batteries erected, from which our heavy Ship Artillery aPreparations for
a grand attack on the Enemy's lines, which entirely fails, and the British
are repulsed with great loss. -- CHAPTER XIX. -- Bravery and Success
of Colonel Thornton-Negotiation for leave to transport the Wounded
across the River-Insult offered to the British-They retreat-Our Army
embark, and determine to make an Attack upon Mobile-Proceed in the
direction of Mobile Bay-A BrigadCessation of Hostilities. -- CHAPTER
XX -- Ratification of the Treaty of Peace-Exchange of Prisoners-Our
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intelligence of Bonaparte's escape from Elba-The Author and his
Battalion reach the Downs, and proceed to Thorncliffe-Embark
forReturns home in consequence, takes advantage of Lord Palmerston's
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A thoughtful account from the ranks of the Rifle Brigade, by a former
enlisted man who raised himself to the rank of quarter-master and
served throughout the Peninsular War and the expedition to America
which met with a disastrous end at New Orleans.Surtees' account of his
service with the famed 95th rifles is littered with vivid descriptions of
the battles and actions that he was engaged including, the battles of
Barossa (perhaps the best first-hand account of the battle in which the
British captured the eagle of the 8th de Ligne) , Vittoria, Orthez and
Toulouse. He was also present at the siege of Badajoz and terrible
retreat under Sir John Moore.He also casts a thoughtful eye on the lot
of the average ranker in the army, and the severe discipline that they
served under; having seen the sack of Badajoz and court-martials he
recorded that;"An English army is perhaps, generally speaking, under
stricter discipline than any other in the world; but in proportion as they
are held tight while they are in hand, if circumstances occur to give
them liberty, | know of no army more difficult to restrain when once
broke loose. "A fine memoir of a hard-campaigning soldier.Author -
William Surtees (4th August 1781 - 28th May 1830)



