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The main purpose of this book is to present the basic theory and some
recent de­ velopments concerning the Cauchy problem for higher order
abstract differential equations u(n)(t) + ~ AiU(i)(t) = 0, t ~ 0, { U(k)(O) =
Uk, 0 ~ k ~ n-l. where AQ, Ab . . . , A - are linear operators in a
topological vector space E. n 1 Many problems in nature can be
modeled as (ACP ). For example, many n initial value or initial-
boundary value problems for partial differential equations, stemmed
from mechanics, physics, engineering, control theory, etc. , can be
trans­ lated into this form by regarding the partial differential
operators in the space variables as operators Ai (0 ~ i ~ n - 1) in some
function space E and letting the boundary conditions (if any) be
absorbed into the definition of the space E or of the domain of Ai (this
idea of treating initial value or initial-boundary value problems was
discovered independently by E. Hille and K. Yosida in the forties). The
theory of (ACP ) is closely connected with many other branches of n
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mathematics. Therefore, the study of (ACPn) is important for both
theoretical investigations and practical applications. Over the past half
a century, (ACP ) has been studied extensively.
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Eight.

Tragedy met two Seattle bankers kayaking in Prince William Sound in
Southcentral Alaska. One of the men was killed by falling ice while the
other video-taped the event. The banker was the one charged with
managing the Alaska Account at SeaFirst Bank in Seattle. Aliana
Pedersen, Assistant Director of Finance for the State of Alaska, must
now find a replacement. Shortly after the change-over a clerk in the
bank discovered irregularities in the account. Trooper Reuben Hayes
had become acquainted with all the parties when the first banker was
accidentally killed. His investigation leads him to a personal affair with
the Deputy Director of Finance and embroils him in a case of bank
fraud. Reminiscent of Alaska's Last Bridge to Nowhere politics, the
suspected perpetrators are the bank president, the head of the Alaska
Account at SeaFirst, and even the Governor of the State of Alaska. Many
others become entangled in the case: a local drug dealer, a Mexican
Mafia Don, and the FBI. An Alaska who-done-it that lasts through the
final page.


