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Intellectual property is the most pervasive yet least understood way we
regulate expression. Despite its importance to so many aspects of the
global economy and daily life, intellectual property policy remains a
confusing and arcane subject. Intellectual Property: A Very Short
Introduction clarifies both the basic terms and the major conflicts
surrounding this area of law, offering an introduction to copyright,
patents, trademarks, and other forms of knowledge that are subject to
global law and regulation. It illustrates the powers and limits of
intellectual property, distilling the complex tangle of laws, policies, and
values governing the dissemination of ideas, expressions, inventions,
creativity, and data collection in the modern world.
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