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In the middle of the first decade of the twenty-first century,African
Americans made up approximately twelve percent of the United States
population but close to forty percent of the United States prison
population. Now, in the latter half of the decade, the nation is in the
midst of the largest multi-year discharge of prisoners in its history. In
Releasing Prisoners, Redeeming Communities , Anthony C. Thompson
discusses what is likely to happen to these ex-offenders and why. For
Thompson, any discussion of ex-offender reentry is, de facto, a
question of race. After laying out the statistics,
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New York's popular senior senator, who won reelection by the largest
margin in the state's history, offers a bold plan for change in the
Democratic party. As the results of the last presidential election played
out, it became clear that while Democrats call themselves the party of
the middle, the middle class does not consider the Democrats their
party. Now, Chuck Schumer, who has gained national prominence as



the head of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee and as a
member of the Finance Committee, offers his plan for capturing the
middle-class vote and moving his party back into the majority.
Democrats can accomplish this, the senator explains, without
abandoning their traditional principles. Schumer envisions a
hypothetical, average middle-class American family--he thinks of them
as "The Baileys"--who spend "as much time talking about the cost of
cornflakes as the cost of the national debt." He then details specific
proposals he believes would keep America safe, secure, and on top,
and support the aspirations of a prosperous and growing middle class,
while also speaking to anxieties created in a world changed by
technology and globalization.



