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A Mesoamerican travel book from two perspectives and two centuries.
In 1839 John Lloyd Stephens, then 31 years old, and his traveling
companion, artist Frederick Catherwood, disappeared into the vast rain
forest of eastern Guatemala. They had heard rumors that remains of a
civilization of incomparable artistic and cultural merit were moldering
in the steamy lowland jungles. They braved Indian uprisings, road
agents, heat, and biting insects to eventually encounter what is today
known as the lost civilization of the Maya.  In 1841 Stephens published
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When novelist Melanie Vander finds herself faced with a looming
deadline, she decides it's time for a bit of distance from the problems
at home. But once she's away, she escapes into her own fictional world.
When hit with a dose of reality, Melanie must choose whether she'll
check out completely, or allow her characters to lead her home..
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