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George Bernard Shaw (26 July 1856 - 2 November 1950) was an Irish
playwright. "Mrs. Warren's Profession" is a play written by George
Bernard Shaw in 1894, and first performed in London in 1902. The title
refers to prostitution. The story centres on the relationship between
Mrs Kitty Warren and her daughter, Vivie. Mrs. Warren, a former
prostitute and current brothel owner, is described as "on the whole, a
genial and fairly presentable old blackguard of a woman." Vivie, an
intelligent and pragmatic young woman who just graduated from
college, has come home to get acquainted with her mother for the first
time in her life. The play focuses on how their relationship changes
when Vivie learns what her mother does for a living. It explains why
Mrs. Warren became a prostitute, condemns the hypocrisies relating to
prostitution, and criticizes the limited employment opportunities
available for women in Victorian Britain. (Excerpt from Wikipedia)
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This Special Issue draws attention to religious transformations currently
emerging in the Middle East that diverge from the dominating rhetoric
surrounding 'radicalization’, 'political Islam’, or the 'Islamic awakening'.
Particularly after the Arab uprisings, other currents seem to be coming
more to the fore that need careful examination, such as the
contemporary realities of religious ambivalence, religious doubts,
disengagement from religious movements such as the Muslim
Brotherhood, the search for alternative forms of spirituality or
individualized piety, de-veiling, and different forms of non-

conformism, free thinking, non-belief, and atheism. Accordingly, the
contributions to this Special Issue provide highly relevant insights into
several contemporary debates that are crucial in the social sciences and
religious studies. This includes processes of individualization; the study
of everyday lived (nhon-)religion; the anthropology of doubt,
ambivalence, and ambiguity; and, last but not least, the deconstruction
of the religious-secular divide, a divide that is seen as almost
impenetrable according to many actors in the Middle East. This Special
Issue consists of a cross-section of current works in social science,
religious studies, and related fields on Islam/religion and non-religion

in the Middle East. The articles present case studies from different
countries in the Middle East, with examples from Turkey, Morocco,



Egypt, and Syria, as well as studies on diaspora and social media.



