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The hastily mounted invasion of French Northwest Africa in November
of 1942 was a gamble. It exposed American inexperience. That
inexperience went from Roosevelt on down to the soldier in the
foxhole. Half-trained men were pitted against Vichy France and didn't
know whether to expect open arms or open fire. Later, those same
inexperienced men would meet Rommel at the Kasserine Pass. This
naivete was exhibited by both men and leaders. Torch was Eisenhower's
first major operation--a gigantic airlift and sealift preceded by months
of intrigue. The outcome of the campaign settled several air power
issues and revealed many lessons. The battles fought by the United
States forces during the North African Campaign of 1942 and 1943,
particularly the Battle for the Kasserine Pass in February 1943, were a
breaking and testing ground for much of the employment of those
forces during the remainder of the Second World War. Three air power
key lessons were learned on the North African battlefield. First was the
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need for coordination between air and ground forces. Second was the
folly of sending untrained airmen into combat. Third was the
importance of tactical air targeting by ground force commanders.


