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All opening gambits in WWII were initiated by surprise (Denmark and
Norway, France and the Low Countries, Russia and Pearl Harbor). The
early war period provides an excellent laboratory for the study of the
art of surprise and deception and offers many lessons for today's
military planner. Surprise and, to a lesser degree, deception have long
been recognized as elements of combat power. This study examines
surprise and deception from the perspective of major military
operations and campaigns with specific focus on the North Africa
Campaign between 1940 and 1942. This was the first active theater of
war for the Allies, and surprise and deception were frequently used by
both sides. This study examines selected key battles of the North
African Campaign, focusing on the achievement of surprise through
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deception. The scope of this effort includes the doctrinal thinking and
development that occurred during the inter-war period and presents
theories which show a relationship between that preparation and
successes in the Campaign. The author suggests that the lessons
learned from this critical period in history are relevant for
contemporary military thinking.


