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In this provocative walking meditation, writer and former park ranger
William Tweed takes us to California’'s spectacular High Sierra to
discover a new vision for our national parks as they approach their
100th anniversary. Tweed, who worked among the Sierra Nevada's big
peaks and big trees for more than thirty years, has now hiked more

than 200 miles along California's John Muir Trail in a personal search
for answers: How do we address the climate change we are seeing even
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now-in melting glaciers in Glacier National Park, changing rainy

seasons on Mt Rainer, and more fire in the West's iconic parks. Should
we intervene where we can to preserve biodiversity? Should the parks
merely become ecosystem museums that exhibit famous landscapes
and species? Asking how we can make these magnificent parks relevant
for the next generation, Tweed, through his journey, ultimately shows
why we must do just that.
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The purpose of this research project is to determine what factors led to
the operational failure and destruction of the 1st and 3rd Ranger
Battalions during the battle of Cisterna on 30 January 1944.
Subordinate questions include: Why did experienced combat
commanders, like General Truscott and Colonel Darby, utilize the
lightly armed Ranger Force against a fortified town? Did the training



level of the new ranger replacements compromise the infiltration and
affect the outcome? Did the Germans detect the infiltration and
emplace an ambush for the unsuspecting Ranger Force? What was the
intelligence preparation of the battlefield, and how did it affect the
plan? Did General Truscott's and Colonel Darby's previous experience
lead to assumptions about effectiveness of the Ranger Force in such a
mission?



