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George Washington is widely recognized as one of the greatest
strategic leaders in our nation's history. His ability to lead a rag-tag
group of militia against the most powerful nation of his time appears to
be unexplainable. Through further analysis though, one can begin to
see a pattern appear that may explain why Washington's personal
theory of war was so successful, and hence explain why he became
such a great strategic leader. George Washington was not a particularly
successful tactical leader, and his experiences in leading troops
culminated prior to the Revolutionary War at the Regimental level. He
went on to lead a productive life as a statesman in the Virginia
legislature until the war with Britain erupted and he was cast into the
role as America's first Commander in Chief. His ability to comprehend
the conflict for what it was, as well as his ability to understand the will
of his fellow countrymen allowed him to craft a wartime strategy for
victory against the most powerful nation on earth at the time. He kept
the will of the people, the tactics of the army and the desires of the
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state in balance to devise a strategy that would allow him to go down in
history as America's first strategic leader.


