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On 2 April 1982, after more than 16 years of inconclusive diplomatic
negotiations with Great Britain, Argentina launched Operativo ROSARIO,
a military campaign designed to take by military means what the
Argentine government could not secure by political means: the Islas
Malvinas or what the British and the Islanders call the Falklands. As
happens in many such instances, the Argentine government
miscalculated the political resolve and military response of their British
opponent. Refusing to accept the Argentine military action as a "fait
accompli", the British government responded to the Argentine invasion
of the Falkland Islands with Operation CORPORATE, a military campaign
to regain her lost territory. Great Britain, a major world political power
and NATO member, and Argentina, a 3rd world nation with major
power aspirations, resorted to military force to resolve their political
differences over the future of a small cluster of mostly uninhabited
islands in the South Atlantic. Thus began the Falkland Islands conflict.
This paper will analyze the Falkland Islands conflict from the viewpoint
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of an operational commander. To facilitate this process, three general
areas will be reviewed: (1) political considerations, (2) strategic
objectives, and (3) operational factors, including objectives, centers of
gravity (COGs) and employment of forces. Based on my conclusions,
specific recommendations will be offered which directly impact on the
operational level of war for the U.S. commander.


