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This monograph develops an alternative approach to
counterinsurgency, and explains how the current narratives in the field
of counterinsurgency are not completely accurate. Counterinsurgents
only need to properly understand the environment and then
concentrate their efforts in that critical area of the insurgency identified
as the sustainer of that insurgency. The U.S. counterinsurgency (COIN)
plan does not need to address all those lines of effort not directly
related to the root cause of an insurgency, as those efforts may actually
fuel the insurgency due to building unrealistic expectations among the
populace.This monograph also develops the analogy that the four
elements necessary for a fire (fuel, oxygen, heat, chain reaction)
parallel the necessary elements of an insurgency (the fuel representing
unresponsive government, oxygen representing existing
structures/vulnerability, heat representing political/diplomatic factors,
chain reaction representing the information environment, and the
population). Like a fire, if one has a proper understanding of the
environment, and can clearly identify the true sustainer of the
insurgency (the root problem), then one only need to remove that one
element from the equation, and that insurgency will be unsustainable.
Having a simple approach will not only allow the counterinsurgents to
better utilize their resources-in an Economy of Force-and allow them

to Mass their power on one clear Objective, it will also remind
counterinsurgents of the other Principle of War that has proven to be so



critical in complex environments-simplicity.



