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This paper examines the potential for military working dogs to support
Special Operations Forces (SOF). Modern technology has not eliminated
the operational prospective for the military employment of dogs.
Canine olfactory superiority, advanced hearing, and ability to detect
movement offer significant military employment potential. Military
working dogs can be trained for scouting, patrolling, building and ship
searches, countermine, counterdrug and tracking. When used properly,
dogs are an inexpensive and efficient force multiplier.Qualitative
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research using correlational data comprises the monograph's
methodology. Military working dog capabilities, limitations, and
historical employment will be discussed and then compared to Special
Operation Forces principal missions and collateral activities.The
conclusion demonstrates that dogs have a wider role to perform in
today's operational environment and that military working dogs can
augment and complement SOF operations. Nearly every SOF mission
can benefit from the inclusion of dogs- particularly in support of
Stability and Support Operations conducted in developing countries
that cannot employ or sustain complex and technologically
sophisticated equipment. Military working dogs are a proven, low
technology, combat and combat support capability and may have a
future role in support of Special Operations Forces.


