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The Battle for Leyte Gulf in October 1944 was the largest naval battle of
World War II both in terms of the number of ships involved, and the
expanse of area the battle covered. The battle was a decisive victory for
the Allied Forces, who effectively crushed the might of the Japanese
Navy for the remainder of the war. The Joint Chiefs made the decision
to keep command in the Pacific divided in the early months of the war.
The Joint Chiefs were presented with opportunities to resolve this
problematic command structure as the war progressed, but they chose
to perpetuate the division. This decision, directly contributed to
disunity of effort, differing objectives, poor communication, and
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tragically, unnecessary loss of life during the Battle off Samar.


