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By Aug. 1944, the Allies had broken out of the Normandy beachhead
and were rapidly exploiting a breakthrough in the German lines. In
early Aug., Hitler ordered a heavy single pronged attack to the west
toward Avranches to cut off the US forces to the south. With the 'Ultra’
intelligence, Bradley recognized this as an opportunity to encircle the
German Army in France. By turning Patton's Third Army, in the south,
north towards Argentan, Bradley formed the lower jaw of a pincer
movement while Montgomery ordered Crerar's First Canadian Army
south to push towards Falaise to form the upper jaw. Connecting the
Allied armies between Falaise and Argentan would completely surround
the German army. The encirclement of the German forces would be
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known as the Falaise pocket.To the north, Montgomery's forces
struggled to push south against the German defensive line. Patton's
Third Army, in concert with the XIX Tactical Air Command, was making
extremely rapid progress. Late on the 12th of Aug., Bradley stopped
Patton's forces from moving north of Argentan. The decision to stop
Third Army's movement north allowed many German personnel to
escape from the Falaise pocket.l will analyze the leadership decisions,
command relationships, and what | think to be a lack of communication
between the Allied leaders. Why did Montgomery, who was commander
of the Allied ground forces in France, not close the pincer from the
south? Why did Bradley stop forces at Argentan? Why didn't Eisenhower
get involved?The Allied leadership failed to capitalize or exploit the
mistake made by Hitler driving the German Army westward. By not
closing the pocket's gap at Falaise, the Allied forces lost an opportunity
to destroy a large percentage of the enemy in France. The major factor
for this failure was conflicting commander personalities.
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This book is a compilation of various chapters contributed by a group
of leading researchers from different countries and covering up to date
information based on published reports and personal experience of
authors in the field of cytogenetics. Beginning with the introduction of
chromosome, the subsequent chapters on organization of genetic
material, karyotype evolution, structural and numerical variations in
chromosomes, B-chromosomes and chromosomal aberrations provide
an in-depth knowledge and easy understanding of the subject matter.
A special feature of the book is the inclusion of a series of chapters on
various types of chromosomal aberrations and their impact on breeding
behaviour and crop improvement. The possible mechanism, their
consequences and role in genetic analysis has been emphasized in
these chapters. A few chapters have also been dedicated on various
techniques routinely used in the laboratory by students and
researchers. Each chapter ends with an extensive bibliography so that
the students and researchers may find it relevant to consult more
literature on the subject than a book of this size can offer. The book is
intended to fulfill the needs of undergraduate and post graduate
students of botany, zoology and agriculture besides, teachers and
researchers engaged in the field of genetics, cytogenetics, and
molecular genetics. In general the readers will find each chapter of the
book informative and easy to understand.



