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This study examines the nature of the defense at the operational level
of war by analyzing the Battle of the Bulge in Dec. 1944 using the
concepts of blitzkrieg and "web" defense. The monograph begins by
discussing the influence of defensive theory on the operational
concepts of blitzkrieg and "web" defense. The German concept of
blitzkrieg incorporates Clausewitz's theory of the offense by
emphasizing surprise, speed, and concentration at the decisive point.
The counter to the blitzkrieg offense is found in COL F.O. Miksche's
concept of "web" defense. The Battle of the Bulge provides an excellent
example of a "web" defense pitted against a blitzkrieg offense. The
German blitzkrieg in the Ardennes in 1944 failed for many reasons: 1)
Army Group B did not concentrate its strength against the most
vulnerable section of the Allied line; 2) The rugged Ardennes terrain
could be easily defended against attacks by mechanized forces; 3) Key
American commanders (Eisenhower, Gerow, and Middleton) quickly
recognized the value of holding several key road junctions (St. Vith,
Malmedy, Bastogne, Marche, and Rochefort) which dominated
movement through the Ardennes; 4) The Allies held the shoulders of
the German penetration; 5) The Allies quickly concentrated armored
and motorized units to blunt the German penetration; and 6) Army
Group B lacked operational reserves and adequate logistic support. The
analysis of the Ardennes shows that the defense is indeed the stronger
form of war and that a "web" defense can be employed effectively
against a blitzkrieg offense...The Allies effectively used a "web" defense
to counter these threats. If NATO is to defeat a Soviet attack without
resorting to the use of nuclear weapons, it must adopt a viable
operational defensive concept. "Web" defense is such a concept.


