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Shmuel Hanagid, poet, rabbi, Talmudic scholar, statesman, general and
bon vivant was born in Cordoba, Spain, in 993 C.E. Settling in the city-



state of Granada, he rose through its court life to become Grand Vizier
and chief military commander. For years he led Granada's army into the
field against its foes. Hanagid was the first major medieval Hebrew
poet and the first to write on secular as well as religious themes. Often
autobiographical, his poems are about such subjects as God, nature,
friendship, love (of both sexes), wine, war, death, and the pains of
growing old. Across a thous



