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This book argues that the history of colonial empires has been shaped
to a considerable extent by negative emotions such as anxiety, fear and
embarrassment as well as by the regular occurrence of panics. The case
studies it assembles examine the various ways in which panics and
anxieties were generated in imperial situations and how they shook up
the dynamics between seemingly all-powerful colonizers and the
apparently defenceless colonized. Drawing from examples of the
British, Dutch and German colonial experience, the volume sketches
out some of the main areas (such as disease, native ‘savagery’ or
sexual transgression) that generated panics or created anxieties in
colonial settings and analyses the most common varieties of practical,
discursive and epistemic strategies adopted by the colonisers to curb
the perceived threats. .


