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Section llI: Optimizing Skin Barrier Function

Although a very fragile structure, the skin barrier is probably one of the
most important organs of the body. Inward/out it is responsible for
body integrity and outward/in for keeping microbes, chemicals, and
allergens from penetrating the skin. Since the role of barrier integrity in
atopic dermatitis and the relationship to filaggrin mutations was
discovered a decade ago, research focus has been on the skin barrier,
and numerous new publications have become available. This book is
an interdisciplinary update offering a wide range of information on the
subject. It covers new basic research on skin markers, including results
on filaggrin and on methods for the assessment of the barrier function.
Biological variation and aspects of skin barrier function restoration are
discussed as well. Further sections are dedicated to clinical implications
of skin barrier integrity, factors influencing the penetration of the skin,
influence of wet work, and guidance for prevention and saving the
barrier.  Distinguished researchers have contributed to this book,
providing a comprehensive and thorough overview of the skin barrier
function. Researchers in the field, dermatologists, occupational
physicians, and related industry will find this publication an essential
source of information.
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David Roll offers a portrait of the most powerful man in Franklin D.
Roosevelt's administration. He shows how Harry Hopkins, an lowa-born
social worker who had been an integral part of the New Deal's
implementation, became the linchpin in FDR's - and America's -
relationships with Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin, and spoke with
an authority second only to the president's. Hopkins could take the
political risks his boss could not, and proved crucial to maintaining
personal relations among the Big Three.



