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Mariano Medina, former mountain man and friend to the likes of Kit
Carson, has changed with the times and made a place for himself as a
successful businessman with a trading post on the Big Thompson River.
With his Indian wife, Takansy, and his children, he strives for the same
recognition and respect from his neighbors that he'd earned among the
mountain men. But the influx of new settlers instead brings bigotry and
resentment. As his business interests expand, Medina pins his hopes
on his daughter Lena, an accomplished horsewoman whom he's
determined to turn into a "lady" as part of his desire for acceptance and
admiration along the Big Thompson. His wife has other ideas. She
wants Lena to pursue her skills with horses, her "spirit path.” This is a
novel of family dynamics and community prejudices set against the
larger backdrop of the taming of the West. Based on real characters and
the mysteries connected with historic events, author David Jessup has
woven the mesmerizing tale of a group of people at odds with each
other as they struggle to find their places in a rapidly changing
landscape.



