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High school junior Wesley Harris is a stereotypical shy, soft-spoken
nerd. He is obsessed with crafts and art and doesn't even need to come
out of the closet to become the target of antigay bullying. Though he
has the support of close friends and liberal-minded mother, he finds it
hard to believe in himself. Brad Johnson, Wesley's new neighbor, is
Wesley's age--and his complete opposite. A popular jock and hero of
the school's baseball team, Brad has an outgoing personality and a
reputation as a ladies' man. When he and Wesley are alone, away from
their classmates' scrutiny, they become friends despite their
differences. But when Wesley confesses to wanting more than
friendship, Brad walks away, unwilling to risk their romance being
exposed. Though devastated, Wesley resigns himself to accept that
they were never meant to be. The next time he runs afoul of bullies,
school counseling empowers him to report them. Encouraged by his
new confidence, he decides to attend the school dance and face Brad....
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"This unique essay collection considers the impact of New York on the
life and works of Wallace Stevens. Stevens lived in New York from 1900
to 1916, working briefly as a journalist, going to law school, laboriously
starting up a career as a lawyer, getting engaged and married,
gradually mixing with local avant-garde circles, and eventually



emerging as one of the most exciting and surprising voices in modern
poetry. Although he then left the city for a job in Hartford, Stevens
never saw himself as a Hartford poet and kept gravitating toward New
York for nearly all things that mattered to him privately and poetically:
visits to galleries and museums, theatrical and musical performances,
intellectual and artistic gatherings, shopping sprees and gastronomical
indulgences. Recent criticism of the poet has sought to understand how
Stevens interacted with the literary, artistic, and cultural forces of his
time to forge his inimitable aesthetic, with its peculiar mix of post-
romantic responses to nature and a metropolitan cosmopolitanism.
This volume deepens our understanding of the multiple ways in which
New York and its various aesthetic attractions figured in Stevens' life,
both at a biographical and poetic level"--



