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The story "Uncle's Dream" was written by Dostoyevsky after a five-year
exile in Siberia and covers the tale of a provincial family desperate to
better itself through a marriage of their daughter to a senile prince. The
old man is hoodwinked and almost forced into a wedding that is
expected to last for a short period before he dies and leaves his fortune
to the young girl. There are complications however with the young girl
Zina already in love with a teacher who is on his death bed. That
relationship is frowned on by her ambitious mother and the only other
suitor is disliked by Zina.The mother tries to manipulate everyone to
her own advantage but it all comes crashing down and with great
humour the plans to marry the Prince fall apart.The reader gets a
brilliant insight into the desperation for provincial merchants to better
their station in life and the gossip and rivalry that is created by their
efforts...



