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"A Little Princess" opens with seven-year-old Sara Crewe and her
father, Captain Crewe, arriving at Miss Minchin's boarding school for
girls in London. Captain Crewe is very wealthy and states that Sara is
destined for a lavish, comfortable future. Despite being pampered all
her life in India, Sara herself is very intelligent, polite, and creative. The
Headmistress Miss Minchin is secretly jealous and dislikes Sara for her
cleverness, but openly praises and flatters her because of her father's
wealth. Before departing for India, Captain Crewe purchases Sara an
elegant wardrobe and a doll whom Sara adores and names "Emily."
Sara's friendliness and love for pretending and storytelling makes her
popular with most of the school's students. They soon begin regarding
her as a princess, which she embraces. Sara befriends Ermengarde, the
school dunce; Lottie, a spoiled four-year-old student; and Becky, the
scullery maid. (Excerpt from Wikipedia)



