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""This book is mainly about two men who were very important to me.
"The first was there at my conception; the second came along 13 years
later. Both men shaped my personality. "The first man was my father,
Paul Selgin, who, it so happens, was an inventor. The second was my
eighth grade English teacher." Both Selgin's father and the man he calls
"the teacher" led remarkable lives. Among other things, Paul Selgin
invented the first dollar bill-changing-machine and helped design the
so-called proximity fuse, which hastened the end of World War Il. As
for the teacher, he became a forceful advocate for human rights and
diversity, championing the cause of indigenous peoples and refuges
from Southeast Asia, while insisting that they not forget their history -
ironically, since the teacher did everything he could to obliterate his
own. As Selgin discovers only after their deaths, for very different
reasons both men felt compelled to reinvent themselves. The Inventors
is the story of how these two charismatic men shaped the author's life.
It's also the story of a relationship between a boy and his teacher, a
relationship that was equal parts inspiring and destructive. "--
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In Tarlabasi, an Istanbul neighbourhood facing massive redevelopment
and displacement, marginalized residents speak about belonging,
stigma, and what their community means to them. Based on a long-
term ethnographic study that includes interviews, photographs, and
archival research, Constanze Letsch examines how territorial
stigmatization is weaponized by the state and how differently
stigmatized groups try to fight against the vilification of their mahalle.
The contested plans of urban renewal threaten not only their homes
and workplaces but a rapidly vanishing Istanbul: socio-demographic
interdependencies and networks that have developed over decades.



