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"Starting with a sophisticated exploration of the historical development
of the grotesque in literature, the book outlines the aesthetic
trajectories of Angela Carter, Martin Amis, Ian McEwan, Iain Banks, Will
Self and Toby Litt and offers detailed critical readings of key works of
modern fiction including The Bloody Chamber (1979), Money (1984),
The Child in Time (1987), The Wasp Factory (1984), Great Apes (1997)
and Ghost Story (2004). The book shows how the grotesque continues
to be a powerful force in contemporary writing and provides an
illuminating picture of often controversial aspects of recent fiction."--
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The book consists of 35 extended chapters which have been selected
and invited from the submissions to the 4th International Conference
on Computational Collective Intelligence Technologies and Applications
(ICCCI 2012) held on November 28-30, 2012 in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam. The book is organized into six parts, which are semantic web
and ontologies, social networks and e-learning, agent and multiagent
systems, data mining methods and applications, soft computing, and
optimization and control, respectively. All chapters in the book discuss
theoretical and practical issues connected with computational collective
intelligence and related technologies. The editors hope that the book
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can be useful for graduate and Ph.D. students in Computer Science, in
particular participants in courses on Soft Computing, Multiagent
Systems, and Data Mining. This book can be also useful for researchers
working on the concept of computational collective intelligence in
artificial populations. It is the hope of the editors that readers of this
volume can find many inspiring ideas and use them to create new cases
of intelligent collectives. Many such challenges are suggested by
particular approaches and models presented in individual chapters of
this book. The editors hope that readers of this volume can find many
inspiring ideas and influential practical examples and use them in their
future work.


