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John Hersey's 'Of Men and War' offers a compelling examination of
conventional warfare, drawing on firsthand accounts to portray the
psychological and emotional experiences of soldiers in combat.
Through a series of stories, including the survival of John F. Kennedy
after the sinking of PT-109 during World War II, Hersey delves into the
complexities of human emotions in war, from fear and guilt to the
fleeting elation of battle. The book critiques the notion that war can be
justified, emphasizing the universal suffering it causes. Hersey
advocates for the pursuit of peace, arguing that it demands greater
courage and sacrifice than war. Intended for readers interested in
military history and the moral implications of warfare, the book
combines detailed narratives with a broader philosophical perspective.
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