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By 1863, the Civil War was basically a stalemate between the two
belligerents. Though the Union forces had achieved some success in
conducting joint expeditions that resulted in securing the Mississippi
River and the majority of the Southern ports, the major land armies of
the Union were generally ineffective. In March 1864, General Ulysses S.
Grant was named General-in-Chief of the Union army; he designed a
campaign for future operations that called for synchronized operations
by the Union armies supported by the Union navy. This monograph
examines the naval support to Grant's campaign to determine whether
or not the provided support was by design or just coincidence.The
monograph initially establishes the theater of war setting that Grant
inherited when he assumed the billet of General-in-Chief. This is
followed by a summary of the campaign from a naval perspective. The
monograph concludes with an analysis of the naval support provided to
the campaign using the four components of a successful campaign
espoused in Lieutenant Colonel James Dubik's "A Guide to the Study of



Operational Art and Campaign Design."Based on the analysis, it is
evident that the naval support was provided by design. Grant
demonstrated an extraordinary ability to visualize operations in the
entire theater of war. He fully understood and appreciated the
usefulness of the sea dimension and exploited its use. The Union navy's
command of the seas and resourcefulness allowed Grant to maintain
his freedom of action, to operate from secure bases of operation, and

to destroy the South's capacity to wage war.



