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Realta e memoria di una disfatta does not address either the causes of
the Six Day War or the consequences that the military conflict had for
Israelis and Palestinians, about which much has been written. It focuses
instead on the impact of the war on Arab countries, and the weighty
legacy left by the defeat of 1967, which has been much less studied.
There are several references to this in the short essay by Samir Kassir,
L'infelicita araba, published posthumously in Italy in 2006. In his
analysis, Kassir warns against falling into the dual trap that has
ensnared the Arab world for the last forty years: on the one hand the
Orientalist reading that lays the blame on Islam for the delayed
modernisation of this part of the world, and on the other the

temptation to heap responsibility for all evils on the West. To avoid this
risk, as Kassir sees it, the Arabs have to take their destiny into their
own hands, shrugging off victimism and coming to terms with



modernity.



