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Governments around the world are seeing the locality as a key arena for
effecting changes in governance, restructuring state/civil society
relations and achieving sustainable growth. This book critically
analyses this shift towards localism in planning through exploring
neighbourhood planning; one of the fastest growing, most popular and
most contentious contemporary planning initiatives. Bringing together
original empirical research with critical perspectives on governance and
planning, the book engages with broader debates on the purposes of
planning, the construction of active citizenship, the uneven
geographies of localism and the extent to which power is actually being
devolved. Setting this within an international context with cases from
the US, Australia and France, the book reflects on the possibilities for
the emergence of a more progressive form of localism.


