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In the beginning: assessing commitment and family resources --
Knowing limits: finding the right match between the children in care
and the foster parents and kinship caregivers -- Advocating within the
social services system -- Advocating within the family court system --
Advocating within the school system -- Advocating within the health
and mental health systems -- Advocacy in interdisciplinary teams --
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This book is the first to provide strategies for effective advocacy and
placement within the foster care and kinship care systems. It also takes
a rare look at the dynamics of the foster and kinship relationship, not
just among children and the agency workers and service providers who
intervene on their behalf, but also between children and those who take
in and care for them as permanency develops. Drawing on their
experience interacting with and writing about the institution of foster



care, Mitchell Rosenwald and Beth N. Riley have composed a unique
text that helps practitioners, foster parents, and relative caregivers
realize successful transitions for youth, especially considering the
traumas these children may suffer both before and after placement.
Advocating for a child's best interests must begin early and remain
consistent throughout assignment and adjustment. For practitioners,
Rosenwald and Riley emphasize the best technigues for assessing a
family's capabilities and for guiding families through the challenges of
foster care. Part one details the steps potential foster parents and
kinship caregivers must take, with the assistance of practitioners, to
prepare themselves for placement. Part two describes tactics for
successful advocacy within the court system, social service agencies,
schools, and the medical and mental health establishments. Part three
describes how to lobby for change at the agency and legislative levels,
as well as within a given community. The authors illustrate
recommendations through real-life scenarios and devote an entire
chapter to brokering positive partnerships among practitioners,
families, and other teams working to protect and transition children.
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