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This volume provides a full study of Roman strigillated sarcophagi,
which are the largest group of decorated marble sarcophagi to survive
in the city of Rome. Characterised by panels of carved fluting,
resembling the curved strigil used by Roman bathers to scrape off oil,
and limited figure scenes, they were produced from the mid-second to
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the early fifth century AD, and thus cover a critical period in Rome,
from empire to early Christianity. This study focuses on their rich
potential as a historical source for exploring the social and cultural life
of the city in the later empire.
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This article is based on a paper given at OID3 Conference referring to
my PhD research about 'phatic expressions' in French and German (see
Smith 2007). Starting with a tentative definition of ‘phatic expressions'
(PhEs) with reference to Jakobson (1960) and Malinowski (1923), |
attempt to refine this definition through a mainly qualitative analysis of
occurrences of French "hein" and German "ne(ich)" in telephone
conversations. One major objective consists in developing a
methodology drawing on the dialogical and oral character of the PhE as
well as possible use-manifested cultural differences by combining
ethnomethodological conversation analysis principles and methods,
speech act and politeness theory, and basic notions of prosody.



