
UNINA99101575000033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Media and Culture in the U.S. Jewish Labor Movement : Sweating for
Democracy in the Interwar Era / / by Brian Dolber

Pubbl/distr/stampa Cham : , : Springer International Publishing : , : Imprint : Palgrave
Macmillan, , 2017

ISBN 3-319-43548-5

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (XIV, 256 p.)

Collana Palgrave Studies in the History of the Media, , 2634-6575

Disciplina 973

Soggetti United States—History
Civilization—History
World politics
United States—Study and teaching
Religion and sociology
Communication
US History
Cultural History
Political History
American Culture
Religion and Society
Media and Communication

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [1st ed. 2017.]

Livello bibliografico

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

1. Introduction -- 2. 'Digging in the Dark': The Forward’s Advertising
Strategy in the 1920s -- 3. 'Cutting the Pathway in the Wilderness and
Confusion': Worker Education and the Garment Unions, 1919-1932 --
4. Moving Forward on the Air: The Birth of WEVD and the Rise of
Commercial Radio -- 5. 'A Song of Social Significance': Jewish Labor,
Mass Culture, and the New Deal -- 6. 'The Most Effective Weapon':
Consumer Activism and the Jewish Labor Committee’s Anti-Nazi
Boycott -- 7. A 'Friendly Negotiation': Jewish Labor, the Newspaper
Guild, and the Limits of the New Deal -- 8. Epilogue.
This book explores the Jewish Left’s innovative strategies in
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maintaining newspapers, radio stations, and educational activities
during a moment of crisis in global democracy. In the wake of the First
World War, as immigrant workers and radical organizations came under
attack, leaders within largely Jewish unions and political parties
determined to keep their tradition of social unionism alive. By adapting
to an emerging media environment dependent on advertising, turn-of-
the-century Yiddish socialism morphed into a new political identity
compatible with American liberalism and an expanding consumer
society. Through this process, the Jewish working class secured a place
within the New Deal coalition they helped to produce. Using a wide
array of archival sources, Brian Dolber demonstrates the importance of
cultural activity in movement politics, and the need for thoughtful
debate about how to structure alternative media in moments of
political, economic, and technological change.


