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pamphleteer, he could spread his dissident ideas so cheaply and
quickly that they caught on like proverbial wildfire. As with Common
Sense, which helped kick off the American Revolution, The Age of
Reason was an immediate hit. His irreverent skepticism regarding
organized religion has influenced contemporary writers such as
Christopher Hitchens, who so revered Paine that he's recently released
a book about him. In it he claims that while Common Sense was crucial
to American history, that The Age of Reason is his masterpiece.
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the mid to late 1970's, Kraftwerk were far from the musical mainstream
- and yet it is impossible now to imagine the history of popular music
without them. Today, Kraftwerk are considered to be an essential part
of pop's DNA, alongside artists like the Beatles, the Velvet
Underground, and Little Richard. Kraftwerk's immediate influence might
have been on a generation of synth-based bands (Orchestral
Manoeuvres in the Dark, the Human League, Depeche Mode, Yello, et
al), but their influence on the emerging dance culture in...


