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"Iran s interaction with its neighbours is a topic of wide interest. But
while many historical studies of the country concentrate purely on
political events and high-profile actors, this book takes the opposite
approach: writing history from below, it instead focuses on the role of
everyday lives. Modern Iranian historiography has been dominated by
ideas of nationalism, modernization, religion, autocracy, revolution and
war. Iran in the Middle East adds new dimensions to the study of four
crucial areas of Iranian history: the events and impact of the
Constitutional Revolution, Iran s transnational connections, the social
history of Iran and developments in historiography. Featuring eminent



scholars such as Ali Ansari, Janet Afary and Erik-Jan Zurcher, this book
makes a significant contribution to the understanding of Iran in a
transnational context by exploring the key social actors in the
constitutional revolution, trade and the role of women. The authors
emphasize the role of societal transformations, social movements,
class, gender and ethnic identities, analyzing both national and
individual identity. What emerges is a concise and unique look at
Iranian social history, from both within the country s internal
relationships with its social groups, and from its external relations with
neighbouring countries. It will prove essential reading to scholars and
students of Iran and the wider Middle East region."--Bloomsbury
Publishing.



