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Sommario/riassunto

pt. I. Long-term perspectives toward the present -- pt. II. From the
general to the particular and back -- pt. III. Trent and its impact.
The Reformation used to be singular: a unique event that happened
within a tidily circumscribed period of time, in a tightly constrained
area and largely because of a single individual. Few students of early
modern Europe would now accept this view. Offering a broad overview
of current scholarly thinking, this collection undertakes a fundamental
rethinking of the many and varied meanings of the term concept and
label 'reformation', particularly with regard to the Catholic Church.
Accepting the idea of the Reformation as a process or set of processes
that cropped up just about anywhere Europeans might be found, the
volume explores the consequences of this through an interdisciplinary
approach, with contributions from literature, art history, theology and
history. By examining a single topic from multiple interdisciplinary
perspectives, the volume avoids inadvertently reinforcing disciplinary
logic, a common result of the way knowledge has been institutionalized
and compartmentalized in research universities over the last century.
The result of this is a much more nuanced view of Catholic
Reformation, and once that extends consideration much further - both
chronologically, geographically and politically - than is often accepted.
As such the volume will prove essential reading to anyone interested in
early modern religious history.
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