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Many states appear to have strong sentiment on energy security and
energy transit vulnerability. Some analysts see the rapidly increasing
demand for energy and competition for energy resources leading to
nationalistic energy policies. Others argue that global trends with
efficient energy markets and growing options on renewables suggest
more relaxed energy outlooks. This book focuses on Asia, where global
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demand for energy is now concentrated in the aspiring and rising
powers of the region: China, India, Japan and South Korea, and also
recognises the importance of Russia as a growing energy supplier.
Contributions by experts in the field provide detailed and parallel case
studies. Shedding light on the ongoing debate in the literature
regarding energy outlooks of major Asian states, they analyse whether
energy policies are expected to evolve along market oriented
cooperative lines or more competitive and even destructive mercantile,
nationalist lines. The book argues that states are not unitary actors
even in the key energy security arena and there are competing and
contrasting viewpoints in Asian states on energy security. It suggests
that domestic debates structure thinking on energy security, making
energy policy more contingent than assumed by purely market or
geopolitical logics. Providing a strong contribution to comparative
energy security studies, the book fills an important gap in the literature
on energy and national security and offers a basis for conducting
further inter-state, interactive analysis. It will be of interest to
researchers on Asian Studies, energy politics and international
relations.


