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A collection of essays interrogates the nature of Jewish identity in the
time between two world wars. The history of Jews in interwar Germany
and Austria is often viewed either as the culmination of tremendous
success in the economic and cultural realms and of individual
assimilation and acculturation, or as the beginning of the road that led
to Auschwitz. By contrast, this volume demonstrates a re-emerging
sense of community within the German-speaking Jewish population of
these two countries in the two decades after World War I. The fresh
research presented here shows that while Jews may have experienced a
deepening sense of impending crisis and economic decline, a renewal



of Jewish communal life took place during these years, as new
groupings sprang up, including organizations for youth, for rural Jews,
and for political groups such as Zionists and Bundists. Several chapters
consider the impact of economic and political crises on German-Jewish
family life. Together, these essays form a complex mosaic of German
Jewry on the eve of its demise. "An excellent collection... well written
and cogently argued.” -David N. Myers



