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This book first presents an overview of the history of a national
character survey by the Institute of Statistical Mathematics that has
been conducted for more than 65 years. The Japanese National
Character Survey, launched in 1953, is a rare longitudinal survey in the
world of survey research based on rigorous statistical sampling theory,
motivating other countries to launch similar longitudinal surveys,
including the General Social Survey (GSS), the Allgemeine
Bevölkerungsumfrage der Sozialwissenschaften (ALLBUS, German
General Social Survey (GGSS)), Eurobarometer, and others. Since the
early 1970s, the Japanese survey has been extended as a cross-
national survey for more advanced research of the Japanese national
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character in a comparative context. Second, the book explains the
paradigm of cross-national studies called the Cultural Manifold
Analysis (CULMAN), developed in the longitudinal and cross-national
surveys, with practical examples of analysis. This explanation will help
helps a wide range of readers to better understand the cross-national
comparative surveys of attitudes, opinion, and social values as basic
information for evidence-based policymaking and research.
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"The punitive effects of accusations that lead to criminalization have
received considerable attention. Less well documented is the actual
role, process, and meaning of accusation per se. This collection of
essays sets out the terms of a new debate about a largely overlooked
but foundational dimension of criminalizing justice; namely,
accusation. As a figurative gatekeeper, accusation calls subjects to
account, to avow truth about themselves in relation to historical orders
through idioms recognizable and decipherable to criminal law's
institutions. Criminal accusation, however, does more than define the
outer borders of criminal justice institutions. It is directly implicated in
providing a steady flow of potential criminals who are fed into
expanding criminal justice arenas. Despite the basic politics through
which legal persons are selected to face possible criminalization, there
are few analyses directed at how accusation works in theoretical,
historical, criminological, social, cultural, and procedural realms. The
essays in this collection highlight the effects of accusatory moments
where contextually imagined legal persons become potential subjects
of criminalization. Incorporating interdisciplinary perspectives, rigorous
scholarship, and a unique contribution to the field of socio-legal
studies and criminology, this book establishes a new and important
field of inquiry."--


