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Introductory note -- A, C, mery talys (1526) -- XIl. mery Jests, of the
wyddow Edyth (anonymous edition, 1573) / Walter Smith -- 'The fourth
booke, of table philosophie’ (sigs. O1-V2v), 'A table contayning the
principall matters' (sigs. V3-V4v) in The schoolemaster, or Teacher of
table philosophie (1576) / T[homas] T[wyne], translator [Mensa
Philosophica] -- 'To the right honourable, George, Earle of Cvmberland
(sig. A2-A2v), 'To the gentleman readers’ (sig. A3), 'Of love and lovers'
(sigs. K4-L2), "Of hvsbands, and wiving' (sigs. L2-L4), "Of women' (sigs.
L4-M3v), 'Of cvckolds' (sigs. M3v-M4v) in WITS fittes and fancies (1595)
/ Anthony Copley, translator [Melchor de Santa Cruz] -- Westward for
smelts. / written by kinde Kit of Kingstone (1620) -- Pasqvils iests :

with the merriments of Mother Bunch (1635) -- The life of long Meg of
Vvestminster (1635).

By turns witty and inane, crude and learned, scurrilous and moralistic,



jestbooks offer an important and often overlooked viewpoint on the

lives of women in early modern England. This volume reproduces seven
jestbooks with connections to early modern Englishwomen as well as
showing something of the broad genre itself.



