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"The proposed book is the first comprehensive and methodologically
rigorous analysis of earthquake occurrence. Models based on the
theory of the stochastic multidimensional point processes are
employed to approximate the earthquake occurrence pattern and
evaluate its parameters. The Author shows that most of these
parameters have universal values. These results help explain the
classical earthquake distributions: Omori's law and the Gutenberg-
Richter relation.  The Author derives a new negative-binomial
distribution for earthquake numbers, instead of the Poisson
distribution, and then determines a fractal correlation dimension for
spatial distributions of earthquake hypocenters. The book also
investigates the disorientation of earthquake focal mechanisms and
shows that it follows the rotational Cauchy distribution. These
statistical and mathematical advances make it possible to produce
quantitative forecasts of earthquake occurrence. In these forecasts
earthquake rate in time, space, and focal mechanism orientation is
evaluated"--
"Our purpose is to analyze the causes of recent failures in earthquake
forecasting, as well as the difficulties in earthquake investigation"--
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Sommario/riassunto "When a young married couple hire a middle-aged widow during the
wife, Nora's, difficult pregnancy, they don't realize the dominating force
she will become in their small family. Signora A--maid, nanny, and
confidante--becomes the glue in their household, and over time, the
steady and loving presence whose benign influence allows them to
negotiate the complexities of married life. But the delicate fabric of the
young family comes undone when Signora A is diagnosed with lung
cancer. After she becomes too sick to work, both husband and wife feel
the strain of her absence. Moving seamlessly between the past and
present, Giordano weaves together the layers of Signora A's devotion
and sacrifice--from her early experiences of love during a tragically
short marriage, to her adoration of her new surrogate family.
Highlighting the joy of youth and the fleeting nature of time with
remarkable precision and lyricism, Paolo Giordano gives us a
meditation on life, death, and the relationships we build in between.
Like Family is not a simple love story; it's a story about love in its many
forms, and how a capacity for love can give meaning to any existence,
no matter how ordinary"--
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