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about using technologies like surgery and pharmacology to shape our
selves - debates that have at their core the question, What does it
mean for human beings to flourish? Based on his experience, he has
written a book to help people who are new to bioethics to understand
what such debates actually entail. They entail more than the exchange
of impartial reasons. They also entail efforts by critics of and
enthusiasts about technologically shaping selves to justify their own
ways of being in the world.
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"The Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program was created in 1991
as a set of support activities assisting the Former Soviet Union states in
securing and eliminating strategic nuclear weapons and the materials
used to create them. The Program evolved as needs and opportunities
changed: Efforts to address biological and chemical threats were
added, as was a program aimed at preventing cross-border smuggling
of weapons of mass destruction. CTR has traveled through uncharted
territory since its inception, and both the United States and its partners
have taken bold steps resulting in progress unimagined in initial years.
Over the years, much of the debate about CTR on Capitol Hill has
concerned the effective use of funds, when the partners would take full
responsibility for the efforts, and how progress, impact, and
effectiveness should be measured. Directed by Congress, the Secretary
of Defense completed a report describing DoD's metrics for the CTR
Program (here called the DoD Metrics Report) in September 2010 and,
as required in the same law, contracted with the National Academy of
Sciences to review the metrics DoD developed and identify possible
additional or alternative metrics, if necessary. Improving Metrics for the
DoD Cooperative Threat Reduction Program provides that review and
advice. Improving Metrics for the DoD Cooperative Threat Reduction
Program identifies shortcomings in the DoD Metrics Report and
provides recommendations to enhance DoD's development and use of
metrics for the CTR Program. The committee wrote this report with two
main audiences in mind: Those who are mostly concerned with the
overall assessment and advice, and those readers directly involved in
the CTR Program, who need the details of the DoD report assessment
and of how to implement the approach that the committee
recommends."--Publisher's description.


