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The pearl in the tsar's crown -- Dispossession: the loss of the Crimean
homeland -- Dar al Harb: the nineteenth-century Crimean Tatar
migrations to the Ottoman Empire -- Vatan: the construction of the
Crimean fatherland -- Soviet homeland: the nationalization of the
Crimean Tatar identity in the USSR -- Surgun: the Crimean Tatar exile
in Central Asia -- Return: the Crimean Tatar migrations from Central
Asia to the Crimean Peninsula.

Taking as its starting point the 1783 Russian conquest of the
independent Tatar state known as the Crimean Khanate, this book
explains how the peninsula's native population, with ethnic roots
among the Goths, Kipchak Turks, and Mongols, was scattered across
the Ottoman Empire. It also traces their later emigration and the radical
transformation of this conservative tribal-religious group into a

modern, politically mobilized, secular nation under Soviet rule.



